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restrictions, had hardly stirred. Men were inclined to say,
" Thank God we have a House of Lords." There was, how-
ever, one limit, though only at the highest a constitutional
convention, to the powers of the House of Lords. It was a
cherished tradition that the Commons alone had power to
decide the raising of finance in the annual Budget. There
had been disputes between the two Houses, but on the whole
the claim of the Commons had prevailed. On the other hand
the Lords had from time immemorial given their " assent**
to the Finance Bill each year, and could claim to reject as a
matter of strict right. About Christmas 1908, Mr. Winston
Churchill and Mr. Lloyd George began to attack the House
of Lords with especial vehemence, but the country was in-
clined to agree with Carson when he attacked them bitterly
as a pair of buffoons, and said, "All this palaver of theirs
about the House of Lords is a kind of Christmas panto-
mime." But it was not pantomine, as the early months of
1909 clearly revealed.
Whether the events which followed mark the results of
deliberate policy to frustrate the " knavish tricks " of the
Tories, and win back the popular favour, is a secret locked
within the hearts of the surviving Liberal leaders of that
day, and may never be a matter of official political history ;
but the facts speak for themselves. Mr. Lloyd George in
1909 introduced into his Budget proposals, embodying the
ideas of Henry George, for the taxation of land values.
Eventually the taxes were to become part of the law of the
land ; they were to be in force for a decade, and the expense
of organising them was to exceed the revenue that they
raised : but, spectacular failure that they proved to be in
practice, these proposals left their mark on the history of this
country : from the introduction of these taxes there came as
a direct result the Parliament Act and the third Home Rule
Bill. These specious land proposals, glorified by Lloyd
George's imaginative rhetoric, had all the elements of popu-
larity. Never had such matters, which really amounted to
new legislation of a most drastic, complex, and far-reaching
character, been included in the annual Finance Bill, If the
Commons denied the right of the Lords to reject the Budget,
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